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stability of the government, and had remained non-
committal too long, now waited to plead their case
alongside of former keepers of assignation houses,
former gamblers and confidence men, former prison
bullies and secret executioners.
Bishops of the Greek orthodox church and Jewish
rabbis, Catholic priests and Mohammedan mullahs,
faced one another mutely in that waiting line. Occa-
sionally one offered the other a light and received a
"thank you" in a tongue that was very remote and
sometimes completely unintelligible.
A Jew close to fifty, with vivid eyes in which native
humor had been violently changed to tragedy, ex-
plained that he was standing in line for the eighteenth
time. As soon as his appeal for reinstatement was re-
fused he made out new papers and resumed his place
in line.
"It is not for myself that I am making this fight,"
the man explained, "but for my children. Two of my
boys are eager to enter a technicum (manual training
high school) but cannot gain admission on account
of my status. I am a Lhhenets (a declassed individ-
ual) and they have no standing anywhere. They of-
fered to go to work in a factory for two or three
years to expiate my sins, but this was denied them.
The children of the declassed are the tragedy of Rus-
sia today. They are thwarted in their ambitions and
held back. It is they who will one day be the bitterest
rebels against the present regime.1'